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THOU ART A LIGHT.

0 Lovo. thou art to mo n light
TMint shines upon my way,

And guidos mo through the lonesome nigit
[Tuto a sweolor day.

An anged pare, O Love, thou art;
Fok wien i seo thy fice

Ifeol én falvened onmy heirt
Of swveut nnd hegvenly grice,

Mo stained thonght the soul can soll,
Whon thou. my Love, net near—
No low dealre. no word of guile,
Nor pasiion [Insincoro.

O stoy with e nnd be my love,
My Hght, my sngol pure!
And I to thee will faithiul prove
While carthiy days cmdare,
1 1. Donoha, b Springlield (Mass.) Repub-
leon.
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A Boy's Advonture in the Wilds
cf Africa.

The anxiety and distress of Ralph
Campboll, o youthful master's mate
[ the stevey gun ship Petrel, were
aayond deseviption when, on awilien-
ing one morning in his guarters—an
A viean hut on o bunk of the Senegul
piver, up which he had been sent a
Lot distanee on government business

e diseovered that his little brother,
Peanle, was missing. |

I'sank was o bright, clever boy of
twelve, who had accompanied his
Leother from the ship, which was
auehored ountside the bay, e was the
cuplaln’s nephew, and was a general
pet and  favorite aboard the vessel,
where e had been receiving instrue-
toong Lo, it hm for naval duties,

Halph, who new had all his cotter's
erow fpoking for the lost Ind, worried
minelvover the perils to which the lit-
tle fullow might be exposed from
venotons serpents and wild beasts.

At length, while searching in the
thiel shnbbery on the river's baul,
the youth ropched o cove where, on
the pight before, he had left o small
casoe whiel he bad bought of one of

o had intended to use it for navi- |
eeating gome of the shallow creeks
insther up the river, as the cutter he
had chargre of wos too deep and wide :
for tiat purpose. Startled to I‘ml‘l:(-i\'c
thut the cance was missing, o suspi-
vion of the truth broke all at once |
upon lifs mind,

lle remembered having remarlked to
a sullor, in o'rank’s hearing, that the

ttle eraft must be bLronght up and
made fast to the atter the first thing
in the morninz The boy. enger to
please his brother, had probubly risen
and grone, before any of lil\, rest of the
p irty were awalke, to feteh the canoce,

but if so, what bhad become of him?
Ralph, shuddering, thought of the hid-
conus crocodliles that infested this viver,
while hie vainly scanned it for some
sign of the lad.

Then, having resolved not to wait
for the return of his men, but to take
the entter nndl go off alone in search
of his lost brother, he linrried back to |
the bank in front of the hut, along-
side of which the boat lny.

This bout was a light, swift one,

which counld Le easily seulled by an
BT 'l‘hcru wos & emall, loaded swived
cendy for use, fised in the bow,; bul its
welght would not interfere with the
peed of the erafl.
The youny officer was soon vigor-
msly sealling the vessel on its way,
oine with the tide, as he thongit
hat Pran' wonld have beenapt Lo tale
liig course. Past lofty clevations cov-
st with shrpbbery il flowers glided
he eutter, often shudowed by the for-
sstonding branches of huge baobab
rees that formed broad green arches
Jbove it

It had rounded a peninsula full of
Lloom snd folinge. when the wateh{ul
youth saow aliead of him an over-
turned, brolen canoe. Hesoon reached

t, and, by the peculisr carving on
10 huw, he recognized it as the mins-
LT canoce,

It hatl been partly crushed—mobt
liliely, he thought, by the teeth of o
erocodile. »

In dismay, he pulled Frank's little
from a jagged projeetion of the
1y ...s'-n wood on which it was cauglit,
e dreadiul truth foreed itself on his
wind,

The lad had been pursued by the
monster that had dest roye i the canoe.

[Iad he already met bis fate? ‘The
voung offiecr iricd Lo hh'-": olf s des-
puud(-n- y—to hope, in spile of appenr
anees; that his lru ther wight, in some
way, linve eseapecdand stiil be alive,

Ila looled toward the peninsula

rom which the eanoe seemed to hinve
iriftedi i'ili poninsula, consisting of

Lwo high, p; 1 pting
of soft roclk and carth, opposile cach
other, abond Il.'n-:".l feel apart, wau
roofed by the branches of slender
{roes thiat Qourished in wild luxurianee
on both banks

The trunks of these trees slunted so
that their boughs intermingled and
woera 50 thickly interwoven with vines
Lhat they formed o dense eanupy of
lenives andd blorsoms over the apen
s puce beneath, whiel thus resembled o
sort of longr watoy caveriu

Ralph directed the enbter to this
cavern, .LI:I[ o)
archway into thi
youd, he beheld o sight well caloulated
to arouse apprehension,

In the baclk part of the cavern, lying
in o shallow, nmong son
partinlly concealed
erocodile, with its heo
thrown baek it horeilile Jamn
open, while its eyes were straine L HE
if turned up towarl some clevated
point.

Guzing in the same direetion, Ralph
wos startled to aeo, aliont ten feot
nhove thoso hideous J_’!'-\"-‘ the form ol
his little brother, Iying, with paloe foeo

b

banks compesed

r Lhrougli the preen

and closed eves, on the narrow ohielf
of aroclk. ''ho roclk wns under the
Lranches of slender trees, wwhieh rose

oneach side of 1t from low banlks on
the right and |t~f1. about two yards
from the clewt fon, Ono of the uver-
Laneine Ly ..-,“ w brolen off, ex-
':.'.l ned the by situation.

[ had evidently ctimbed the tree to
¢ ‘tullw the erocodile, hml erent out on
(o alender bitnel, it hall rivis way,

artisl olie ..r:.", L= |

and lie ]1:;1 fallon on the roels lis
hiend striking it with foree enough to
vender  Lim unconseivus, #There hoe
now lay, so perilously near the cdge
of the rocle-shelf that the slightest
movement on his part wonld eatise him
toroll off pnd fall into the jaws of
the monster below.  As he wias proba-
Lly but temporarily stunned, he was
linble to move at any moment, 1t was,
therefore, of the utinost importanee, in
order to insure Ins safety, that he
should be speedily conveyed from his
dangerous position.

Lialph fedared that a diseharge of the
swivel or of any {irenrm at the eroco-
dile, would only be attended with fa-
tal results to Frank. The sandbanks
mizht hinder the shot from striking
the flerce reptile. while the sheel
woull 1 ln pretty sure to dislodge the
senseless lud from: the shelf, and thos
Lirige IJ'—.m down itito the power of his
O1s eno 1y,

The youth lost no time in heading
i boat towswd the roel, But the

itler was pome fathoms from it

0 thoe keol canrht in o snbmerged
wiibanls,  Drawing his sword, Ralph
vanz out, and quickly waded toward
rack,  Mlight ledges and pro-
uling spurs on its front wonld en-

Ule him, he thought, to climb up to
li's bLrother; in fact, there was no
other way of reaching him The voung
officer held his sword ready for use, in
cnse the erocodile, ¢lo to which he
would be oblized to pass, should ven-
ture to attaclk him.

Lnlph, however, lopt hus eyes fas-
tened upon the erocadile.

The momater turaed its hend when
lie was noar ik anl'snappel at him,

e avoided it by stepping sidewnys;
then he commenged to strilke and
thrust vigorously at its jaws with his
aword, I retrented a few yavids but
uroke his blade in two with its teeth
ns it twisted its Doy around.  Think-
ing it would leave him, Ralph sprang
to the roele. Just then little Iranlk,
rocovering his senses, gave a slight
ory and fell from the ledge above,
The young oflicer suw him in time to
catel Iiim in his arms, As he turned
L‘t'\lll’l_\ him to the ceutter, hie per-
ceived that the erocodile, now be-
1\ qoen him and the boat, with open
', was prepared to renew the at-
tacle.

e set his confused brother upon his
féet in the shallow water, and draw-
ing the single-barrelled navy pistol
ich he earricd in his belt, he fired
at the ereatura's big, yawning month.
Liut, owing to the animal’s sheering o
dtle to gcize the boy, now on one side
of his proteetor, it received the ghot on
Lhie el o

Tivisting
b commen

i
itsulf nway from the twain,
e, us if in blonded ruge
vid padn, to thenih bhe shallows with
its hard, bony tail.

As Halph wos conveying  his brother
past the reptils, toward the Loat, h!
loft anile wm tht between two sm |H
underswater rogks, auwd was temporasi-
ly sprained.

UNover mind,” sall Frank, as the
hurt vouth deagped himself along
with ditlleulty, *1 am now able 1o

 walle: You need hot onery me. T will

help o™
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